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Breaking cycles 

of poverty and violence 
through education since 1996.�

 



“I support Bahia Street 
because it truly changes 
the lives of poor Brazilian 
girls, by helping them 
gain admission to the 
country's free public 
universities.”  

“I support Bahia Street 
because I believe that the 
education of girls is one of 
the most powerful tools we 
have to reduce poverty, 
improve health and achieve 
human rights.”  
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Rita with students at the Seattle Girls' School. 

 

Too many choices at the dessert auction. 

 

Having fun at the 10th anniversary celebration. 
� Sue Gallo, Diogo Bezerra, and Tracy Faulds. 
� Henry Schulte and Sharon Stellrecht. 

 

!!! ! ahia Street celebrated 
a huge milestone in 
2006, marking ten years 
since Rita Conceição 
and Margaret Willson 
first met with 
shantytown residents to 
discuss solutions to 
poverty and violence. 
Those ten years have 
seen the program grow from one girl to fifty. Three of the 
earliest students are attending university, and several have 
returned to teach and mentor the younger students. Every girl 
who has passed through the program has a promising future 
ahead and a chance to use her education to improve the lives 
of her family and community. 

In Seattle, Washington, 
and Portland, Oregon, 
we celebrated our ten-
year anniversary with a 
visit by Bahia Street 
Center Director Rita 
Conceição, her first-ever 
trip to the United States. 
Rita's visit brought our 
worldwide community 
closer together, as she met many Bahia Street supporters for 
the first time and shared her experiences and insights with 
them. 

Rita brought the latest photos and stories from the Bahia Street 
Center in Salvador, and her speaking tour of the Pacific 
Northwest included the Seattle Girls' School, Reed College, 
the JustFaith social justice group at St. James Cathedral, and 
the University of 
Washington. As a 
photographer, she took 
back over 1700 photos 
to share with the 
students and teachers, 
documenting a close 
encounter with snow on 
Mount Hood, a private 
flight to the San Juans, a 
sailing trip on Lake 
Washington, and a visit to New York City. 

The two-week celebration ended with a dinner and silent 
auction at the Mount Baker Community Club in Seattle, 
attended by over two hundred friends of Bahia Street. 

The quotations on this page are from friends and supporters of 
Bahia Street who submitted them for our 10th anniversary 
celebration. 

“…over the last 10 years 
we have seen how their 
education changes their 
life choices and 
possibilities, and so 
changes the lives of 
everyone around them.” 
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Rita Conceição with Bahia Street's 
United States Board of Directors and 
International Director Margaret Willson. 
From left: Jenny Antilla, Rita, Joyce 
Mork-O'Brien, Margaret, Almuht Dear-
Jossy, Aleixo Dejneka. Not pictured: 
Moshe Hecht, Jim Peckenpaugh. 

Fun- and fund-raisers: Jude 
Kavalam and Patricia Brooke 
graciously hosted a gathering for 
donors and ’05 trip participants • 
Senzala Seattle put on a 
performance and silent auction to 
benefit Bahia Street's Capoeira 
program • Latin dance band Mango 
Son played a benefit dance for us at 
the Tractor Tavern • We had a 
booth at the 8th annual Brasilfest at 
the Seattle Center • Jonathan Van 
Valin and Moshe Hecht held their 
6th annual Thanksgiving Hoohah 
dinner to benefit Bahia Street • 
Darek Mazzone of KEXP held a 
benefit for Bahia Street at Juice, a 
Seattle monthly world music dance. 

International Advisory Board: In 
December of 2006, we launched our 
new International Advisory Board, 
with members from five countries. 
The board will support and direct 
Bahia Street’s long-term work 
breaking cycles of poverty and 
leading educational initiatives 
related to global equality. 

Bobbi Ballas, Business 
Development Manager, Armidale, 
Australia 

Robert Barclay, Retired Investment 
Banker, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Robert Bonzejar-Flears, NGO 
Director, Amsterdam, Netherlands 

Peter Gow, Professor of 
Anthropology, University of St. 
Andrews, St. Andrews, Scotland 

Don Kulick , Professor of 
Anthropology & Director for the 
Study of Gender, New York 
University, New York, United States 

Connie Wong, Founder and CEO, 
Vidiator, Seattle, United States 

Maaike Verrips, Linguist and 
refugee language specialist, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 

Our biggest, most exciting event ever: Our 10th anniversary dinner and 
auction, with Rita Conceição as keynote speaker, was our biggest-ever 
fundraiser. The sold-out event had over 200 attendees and raised $30,000 
for Bahia Street programs. 

  

Left: At the dessert auction, Table 17 won the most-prized item, a truffle cake 
donated by Seattle chef Robin Reiels. Right: Keynote speaker Rita Conceição 
shares a microphone with her interpreter, Aleixo Dejneka. 

Daza and Aquataluxe were 
accepted into university, and 
Juliana is now in her second year.  
Daza is currently teaching 
Portuguese to the younger students 
at the Bahia Street Center. 

 
Construction on the Center is done. 
Volunteers are currently painting the 
interior so it will be ready when school 
begins in February. 

A Capoeira program was added 
to the curriculum this year. 
Capoeira is an African-Brazilian 
martial art that teaches the girls 
leadership skills while building 
physical strength and confidence. 

In March, the girls at the Center 
celebrated International Women's 
Day with presentations, exhibits, 
and theater. The annual end-of-
year celebration in December also 
featured theater, along with 
scientific experiments. The 
celebration was attended by 
community members, caregivers, 
and a small but growing new 
group, Bahia Street Center alumni. 

Special visitors to the Bahia 
Street Center: Tiya Gordon, of 
New York City, did a week-long 
animation project with the girls. • 
We expanded our English program, 
with Aileen Panke (Seattle) and 
Mayeni Smart (Sierra Leone, 
currently studying at Oxford) as 
volunteer teaching interns • Chris 
Dawson traveled to Salvador in 
October to see his father's legacy, 
the Bahia Street Center building, 
for the first time. Chris brought 
back the photos of the girls on the 
front page of this report. 
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For Bahia Street USA, year end 
December 31, 2006. 

ASSETS 

Cash and Bank Accounts 

Bank account $77,145 

Deposits in transit 0 

TOTAL Cash and Bank Accts $77,145 

Other Assets 

Bahia Street Center building $21,000 
(cost excluding upgrades and improvements) 

TOTAL Other Assets $21,000 

TOTAL ASSETS $98,145 

LIABILITIES 

Liabilities 0 

TOTAL Liabilities 0 

OVERALL TOTAL $98,145 

Bahia Street USA tax filings are available online. 
Please see our profile at www.guidestar.org. 

INCOME  

EXPENSES 

 

 

Breaking cycles of poverty and violence through education 
since 1996. 

1005 NE Boat Street  •  Seattle WA 98105 USA 
info@bahiastreet.org  •  206.633.1724 

www.bahiastreet.org 

BAHIA STREET 'S M ISSION 

To break cycles of poverty, violence, and 
inequality by providing impoverished young 
women and girls in northeastern Brazil the 
support to go from illiteracy to university. 
Our infrastructure is an international 
partnership that combines the knowledge and 
dedication of a grass-roots organization with 
international fiscal accountability. 

THE BAHIA STREET PROGRAM  

Bahia Street provides a quality education and 
mentoring to fifty girls in Salvador, Bahia, 
Brazil. We provide a full scholastic program, 
a health and reproduction curriculum, and we 
combat malnutrition with substantial daily 
meals. We also provide positive 
encouragement and role models from the 
students' own communities to help them 
develop leadership skills. 

 

Individuals

Miscellaneous
Direct transfers

Grants

Corporate & 
matching

Events

 

Program 
Services

Development

Administration


