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Seattle non-profit Bahia Street announces 

International Advisory Board
Vidiator Founder and Chief Executive Connie Wong represents Seattle area
Seattle, Washington – Bahia Street International Director Dr. Margaret Willson announced the creation of an International Advisory Board.  The board, which will consist of academic, business, and non-profit leaders, is designed to support and direct Bahia Street’s long term work breaking cycles of poverty and leading educational initiatives related to international development.   Five countries are represented on the International Advisory Board: Australia, Brazil, Netherlands, Scotland, and the United States. 

The Board will provide international perspectives on program growth, business practices, and international financial management.  They will also support local boards in Seattle, Salvador, and London in their work, providing for the long term financial health of the organization.  Bahia Street is a registered non-profit in the U.S., U.K., and Brazil.

Connie Wong, founder and chief executive of Vidiator, represents the International Advisory Board in Seattle. Wong affirmed, "I believe in Dr. Willson’s leadership and vision.  Being a female executive and a minority in the United States, it is my privilege to serve as a role model for the young women in the program and share my success story, growing up from grassroots to the top of the corporate ladder in the U.S."  Ms. Wong will share knowledge from 28 years of international business experience in the development of diverse revenue streams to support the non-profit.

Bahia Street is grateful that these distinguished business, academic, and community leaders are willing to advise the program in its long term work implementing educational programs in Brazil and Seattle.  

International Director Willson said, "The community that makes Bahia Street possible is a strong one.  I am proud to have this incredible group of people as our advisors and colleagues.  It will be exciting.”

Other members of the Board include:

Bobbi Ballas, Business Development Manager, New South Wales, Australia

Robert Barclay, Retired Investment Banker, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Robert Bonzejar-Flears, NGO Director, Amsterdam, Netherlands

Peter Gow, Professor of Anthropology, University of St. Andrews, Scotland

Don Kulick, Professor of Anthrology & Director for the Study of Gender, New York University, New York, United States

Maaike Verrips, Linguist, Amsterdam, Netherlands
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#####
About Bahia Street

Bahia Street, is a Seattle and Brazil-based non-profit that provides quality educational opportunities for young women and girls in Brazil.  Bahia Street was co-founded in 1996 by Rita Conceição and Seattle-based anthropologist Dr. Margaret Willson.  It has grown from a tiny program that funded one girl, to its current success of its own Center in Salvador that provides education for fifty girls, a nutrition program, a health program, leadership training, and outreach to caregivers and the community.  Three of the initial girls of Bahia Street have now come with Bahia Street from illiteracy to university having passed their university exams and begun classes last year. 

Bahia Street also teaches new perspectives on NGO management and issues of inequality, poverty, race, class, and gender through annual study trips and university partnership programs.
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