
Who: Rita Conceição, Bahia Street Center Director in Salvador de Bahia, Brazil

What: Presentations; Tenth Anniversary Event

When: UW talk--September 27 at 7:30pm; Event--September 29 at 5:30 pm. 

Why: This Event and talk celebrate Rita Conceição’s contributions to improving the quality of education for young women and girls in Salvador’s shantytowns. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 7, 2006
Bahia Street Celebrates Tenth Anniversary

Event to feature dinner, silent auction and address by Brazilian co-founder

Bahia Street, a Seattle- and Brazil-based non-profit that provides education to young women and girls in the slums of Brazil, turns ten this month and is throwing a party to commemorate this momentous occasion.

Bahia Street will hold its Tenth Anniversary Celebration on Friday, September 29th, at the Mount Baker Community Club. The guest of honor will be Rita Conceição, Bahia Street’s Brazilian director and cofounder.

Ms. Conceição, a sociologist by training, grew up in one of Brazil’s most impoverished and violent shantytowns, and her trip to Seattle marks the first time she has been outside Brazil.  She will be giving the keynote address at the Tenth Anniversary celebration.  

The event will also include a silent auction, capoeira (African-Brazilian martial art) demonstrations and live musical performances by renowned Brazilian recording artist Eduardo Mendonça and by acclaimed jazz pianist Jovino Santos Neto and his trio.  Tickets to this event are available from the Bahia Street office.  

While in the Pacific Northwest, Ms. Conceição will be giving public talks about her remarkable life, growing up poor and black in Brazil’s Northeast under a repressive dictatorship, against all odds passing her exams to enter university and then, when she had a chance to escape the shantytown of her birth, making the decision to become an activist tackling the poverty, violence and inequality she knew so well.  The talks will include presentations at the University of Washington on September 27 in Seattle and at Reed College in Portland, Oregon, on September 25.  Ms. Conceição will also be teaching a Brazilian cooking class in Portland on September 24. 

The host of these events, Bahia Street, is a Seattle and Brazil-based non-profit that provides quality educational opportunities for young women and girls in Brazil.  Bahia Street was cofounded ten years ago by Ms Conceição and Seattle-based anthropologist Dr. Margaret Willson.  It has grown from a tiny program that funded one girl, to its current success of its own Center in Salvador that provides education for fifty girls, tutoring, a nutrition program health program, community outreach, microcredit lending to caregivers of hte girls, to name a few of its projects.  Three of the initial girls of Bahia Street have now come with Bahia Street from illiteracy to university having passed their university exams and begun classes last year. 

For more information about Bahia Street’s work, the above events, or for photographs or interviews with either Ms. Conceição or Dr. Willson, please refer to the website or contact Margaret (Meps) Schulte at Bahia Street. 

www.bahiastreet.org

info@bahiastreet.org

1005 NE Boat Street

Seattle, WA  98105

206-633-1724

